DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CRIMES








The following describes some crimes that frequently occur during domestic violence:





ASSAULT – Misdemeanor assault includes shoving, punching, grabbing, pulling hair, waving a fist, striking the chair you are sitting in, striking your car, or any intentional, unwanted touching.  Felony assault includes intent (or reason to believe a threat) of injury or murder.  Examples of felony assault are using, or threatening with, a deadly weapon; torture; choking with intent to kill. 





BURGLARY --  Entering a place where one does not belong.  Burglary includes unlawful entry into a structure if the intruder no longer lives there or is excluded, or has no reason to believe they would be allowed to enter, or formerly resided in the residence but is now barred by a protection order.  Burglary does not have to involve taking anything (this would be ROBBERY).  





VEHICLE PROWLING – Entering a vehicle unlawfully.  





TRESPASS – Unlawful entry onto property other than a residence. 





MALICIOUS MISCHIEF – Knowingly destroying, damaging, altering, or defacing someone else’s property.  Also known as vandalism, it includes property that may be jointly owned.  





RAPE -- Sex without consent.  Rape can be perpetrated by a stranger or by someone you know, are dating, are married to, or are separated from.  It can involve unwanted intercourse or any penetration.  Forcible sexual contact is INDECENT LIBERTIES.





violatation of a protection order, OR OTHER COURT ORDER 





CUSTODIAL INTERFERENCE -- Violating the terms of a legal custody agreement.





UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT – Restraining a person against her/his will or excluding the person from a residence.  This includes such actions as locking someone in a room, tying up a person, taking away a person’s car keys or means of escape, blocking the doorway, and not stopping the car when someone requests to be let out. 





INTERFERRING WITH THE REPORTING OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE – Example: disconnecting the phone to prevent calls for help. 





STALKING -- Repeatedly harassing or following someone who has reason to fear injury to themselves, another person, or property. 





HARASSMENT – A threat to someone’s person or property by words or conduct, where there is reasonable fear that the threat will be carried out.





COERCION – Force by threats, deception, promises, or other means, to do something illegal or to prevent someone from having contact allowed by law.








Domestic Violence: Equipping Faith Communities To Respond














